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Report Highlights: 

On March 3, 2023, India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying/Department of 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) published on its website, a revised integrated veterinary 

health certificate (VHC), that incorporates the DAHD’s sanitary requirements along with those of the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) 

(national food safety authority) food safety requirements. These two Indian government agencies have 

now aligned their technical aspects, producing a revised integrated veterinary health certificate. The 

revised integrated VHC requires that the exporting country-of-origin certify milk and milk product 

consignments being exported to India specific information and attestations. While the effective date of 

implementation is immediate as of the publication of the revised integrated VHC, India in order to help 

facilitate trade, is allowing for a transition period of 60-days from the date of notification. 
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DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from India’s Ministry of 

Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying/Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying’s (DAHD) 

website https://dahd.nic.in/. The Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Office of Agricultural Affairs at the 

U.S. Embassy in New Delhi, USDA, and/or the U.S. government make no claim of accuracy or 

authenticity. The Government of India has not officially endorsed this report. Import approval for any 

product is subject to local rules and regulations as interpreted by Indian officials at the time of product 

entry. [Note: Use Google Chrome to access the links that do not open in Microsoft Edge. Indian host 

sites will geo-block site access on a rolling basis].  

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

On March 3, 2023, India’s Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying/ Department of 

Animal Husbandry and Dairying (DAHD) published on its website, a revised integrated veterinary 

health certificate (VHC), that incorporates the DAHD’s sanitary requirements along with those of the 

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare/Food Safety and Standards Authority of India’s (FSSAI) 

(national food safety authority) food safety requirements (see, Appendix I).  

 

These two Indian government agencies have now aligned their technical aspects, producing a revised 

integrated veterinary health certificate. The revised integrated VHC is issued to assist clearing the 

confusion that various stakeholders (i.e., exporting countries and food importers) have encountered in 

attempting to meet India’s import requirements. The revised integrated VHC requires that the exporting 

country-of-origin certify milk and milk product consignments being exported to India’s specific 

information and attestations.   

 

While the effective date of implementation is immediate as of the publication of the revised integrated 

VHC, India in order to help facilitate trade, is allowing for a transition period of 60-days from the date 

of notification. Until such time, the existing veterinary health certificate issued by the DAHD as of 

December 24, 2019, and or the revised integrated VHC will be acceptable for post-import clearance of 

consignments into India (see, Appendix II). 

 

FAS New Delhi (Post) strongly recommends that interested stakeholders should familiarize themselves 

thoroughly with the revised integrated veterinary health certificate requirements. Special attention 

should be given to understanding the details of the revised integrated VHC’s additional requested 

information and attestations.   

 

The full text of the DAHD notification, along with the integrated VHC is accessible on the DAHD 

website located at: https://dahd.nic.in/sites/default/filess/OM-3March2023forNotifyingNewNTMs-

VHCforImportofMilkandMilkProducts.pdf.   

 

 

BACKGROUND: 
 

In May 2020, the FSSAI mandated that all milk and milk products being imported into India must be 

accompanied with a VHC issued by the competent authority of the exporting country-of-origin. This 

https://dahd.nic.in/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdahd.nic.in%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiless%2FOM-3March2023forNotifyingNewNTMs-VHCforImportofMilkandMilkProducts.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CManiR%40state.gov%7C1fdda7363b4343a1a8dd08db1f2c61cf%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638138047695730039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L44PRYHj3mnkjHU%2BMDidqWnB1oegWySQpuJ4sdrbVjY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdahd.nic.in%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiless%2FOM-3March2023forNotifyingNewNTMs-VHCforImportofMilkandMilkProducts.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CManiR%40state.gov%7C1fdda7363b4343a1a8dd08db1f2c61cf%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638138047695730039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L44PRYHj3mnkjHU%2BMDidqWnB1oegWySQpuJ4sdrbVjY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdahd.nic.in%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiless%2FOM-3March2023forNotifyingNewNTMs-VHCforImportofMilkandMilkProducts.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CManiR%40state.gov%7C1fdda7363b4343a1a8dd08db1f2c61cf%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C638138047695730039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L44PRYHj3mnkjHU%2BMDidqWnB1oegWySQpuJ4sdrbVjY%3D&reserved=0
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was then an already existing import requirement already implemented by India’s DAHD’s Animal 

Quarantine and Certification Service. 

   

Prior to this date, on December 24, 2019, the DAHD revised its veterinary health certificate for the 

import of milk and milk products into India in compliance with domestic regulation at the time as stated 

in the Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additives) Regulations (2011). 

Additionally, this revised VHC stipulated the requirement of the use non-animal-rennet enzymes in the 

manufacture of dairy products.  
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APPENDIX 1: DAHD REVISED INTEGRATED VETERINARY HEALTH CERTIFICATE 

FOR THE IMPORT OF MILK AND MILK PRODUCTS INTO INDIA 
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APPENDIX II: DAHD VETERINARY HEALTH CERTIFICATE Of DECEMBER 24, 2019
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Attachments: 

No Attachments. 


